
 

 

 

Michelle Valdez 
Costing Engineer 
 
Q: Tell us about your role within your department. What do you love most about your job?   
A: I am a Costing Engineer. I enjoy researching factory questions, ensuring that all necessary notions 
and bits are accounted for on the cost sheet of styles, as well as making sure the information on the 
style is correct. 
 
Q: What about the Varsity Brands culture attracted you to work here? What’s been your greatest 
achievement or favorite memory while working here? 
A: The laid-back culture and pride of a job well done attracted me to work at Varsity. My greatest 
achievement at Varsity is starting the Technical Design Team and watching it grow into two different 
teams that I felt I could leave in capable hands. My favorite memories are definitely of Halloween 
costume contests, many of which I won. I love seeing everyone’s creativity and construction skills. 
 
Q: What does Pride mean to you, and how are you celebrating this year? 
A: Pride means celebrating diversity to me. Not being one of the L or G (I am on the Asexual 
spectrum), I feel like more and more fringes of the LGBTQ+ groups are being included and 
celebrated. I usually celebrate by doing some Pride-based makeup for my Instagram, as I am a 
makeup artist in my spare time. Occasionally I go to Pride in Dallas, but I’m not really a fan of big 
crowds that I do not know. 
 
Q: Who in the LGBTQ+ community inspires you? 
A: Martha P Johnson inspires me with her fight for self-expression and creating a safe space for Black 
and Latino LGBTQIA+ youth in NYC. I always try to be my genuine self. 
 
Q: What kind of role do allies play in the LGBTQ+ community?  
A: Allies are very important, especially in current political times. Allies can shut down bigoted friends 
and family with just a “Hey, that’s not cool.” I try to be an ally to everyone. 

 


