
 

 

 

Melanie Puga 
Technical Designer 
 
Q: Tell us about your role within your department and what you love most about your job.  
A: I am a technical designer. What I love most about my job is the fusion of creativity and the 
technical side of a garment construction. I get to draw garments as specific as the sample made. 
 
Q: What does Hispanic History mean to you?  
A: We like to remember what our ancestors went through for us to be here, and celebrate the 
achievements of all Hispanics around the world. 
 
Q: What is a family tradition you wish to pass down, that your parents have passed down to you? 
A: We celebrate ‘El Dia de Reyes’, which translates to The Day of the Kings. On January 6th family 
gets together to celebrate the day that Jesus was born and eat a type of bread made specifically 
for that day. After it’s baked, they put small plastic ‘babies’ inside that represent Jesus. Each person 
eating must cut their own piece, and if you get the little boy, you must cook tamales for the family on 
February 2nd. Kids get presents too, which is why we keep our Christmas tree up until that day. 
 
Q: Tell us about a specific individual or moment in Hispanic History that has influenced your 
career/life. 
A: Frida Kahlo has definitely inspired my career and life. She represents the bravery and 
determination of women today. She raised her voice in a time when women did not have one. She 
demonstrated that anything can be turned into art, even when living an unhappy/hard life. She is an 
inspiration to all women that know we are capable of changing the world. 
 
Q: What are some ways you would suggest our team members could do to recognize Hispanic 
Heritage Month? 
A: I think this survey and education is a good start in recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month. 
 
Q: Please share a fun fact about you. 
A: I like baby goats.  
 
 


