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Sales Partner (South Florida)   
 
Q: Tell us about your role with Herff Jones and what you love most about your job. 
A: My current role with Herff Jones is as a Yearbook Representative in the South Florida region that 
covers Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Naples, the Florida Keys, and the Caribbean islands.  

This begins my 16th year as an HJ representative. I began my love for yearbook in 1995 as a middle 
yearbook student all the way to becoming editor In Chief of my College yearbook the TOWER 
Yearbook at the University of Florida (which Herff Jones is printing this year.)  

What I love about my job is helping my staffs and schools reach their climate of excellence whether is 
making the yearbook of their dreams, helping them win national awards, or joining my schools as 
they build and foster traditions in the community. My territory has a very large Hispanic population, 
and it is important for me to help teach and transition our first-generation students about American 
school culture and show them the value of our student achievements products such as the 
yearbook, class ring, and cap and gowns. 

Q: What does Hispanic History mean to you? 
A: I am a very proud Hispanic. My mother is an immigrant from Camaguey, Cuba, and she escaped 
the Castro regime in 1961 along with her brothers and my grandparents to give us a life of freedom, 
away from a communist country. They lost almost all their worldly possessions, including their 
yearbooks and photographs. The government confiscated it when they left the island. This is why 
yearbooks and photographs are so important to my family and why I value my job. My father is also 
an immigrant who came to the USA from Ourense, Spain to pursue a better life. I am very proud of 
both of my cultures and try my best to go as often to both Spain and Cuba to keep my culture strong 
for me and my family 

Q: What is a family tradition you wish to pass down, that your parents have passed down to you? 
A: The biggest tradition is Christmas Eve (Noche Buena). It is important that our family always comes 
together that night. We celebrate with food from my culture such as Lechon, Yuca, congris, and fried 
plantains, and sing traditional songs like Feliz Navidad and Campanas de Belen.  

Even though we are Hispanic, we always celebrated traditional American Thanksgiving. My mom felt 
it was important to not only be thankful for what we had but always to be thankful for our country 
and to be Americans. 

Q: Tell us about a specific individual or moment in Hispanic History that has influenced your 
career/life.  
A: Jose Marti is a big influence in our Cuban Culture. He was a Cuban poet, philosopher, essayist, 
journalist, translator, professor and publisher. He is considered a Cuban national hero because of his 



 

 

role in the liberation of Cuba. He was a role model always to us Cubans who continue to fight for our 
rights for a free Cuba one day. 

Q: What are some ways you would suggest our team members could do to recognize Hispanic 
Heritage Month? 
A: Celebrate our Hispanic leaders in history and our culture with food, decorations, and the many 
celebrations we have throughout the year. 

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself. 
A: November 25th, 2016, was the first time I went to visit the island of Cuba to reconnect with my 
family who couldn't escape the island. Fidel Castro died the same day I arrived (Poetic Justice). That 
next year, in 2017, Herff Jones printed the first yearbook for a high school in Cuba. It was the first 
printed yearbook in 58 years.  

 

 


