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Q: Tell us about your role within your department. What do you love most about your job?   
A: I’ve worked in apparel my entire life and here at Varsity Spirit for 23 years.  I love what I’m doing!  I 
manage the day-to-day development and operations for the sample room in Plano.  I help support 
all divisions, VSF, VASF, and Ozone.  I love collaborating with all departments from design to 
production.  I get to share a little of my knowledge and experience with the entire team.  I love the 
hands-on experience and working with everyone. 
 
Q: What impact does Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month have on you?  
A: To be honest with you, I didn’t even know that there was such a month.  I think that most AAPIs 
have tried to live under the radar and emphasized working hard as our mantra.  For my generation 
and my parent’s generation, that was the norm.  Now that I have grown kids, I get to know it from 
their perspectives.  They don’t see themselves as Asian Americans, but rather as Americans with Asian 
heritage.  They embrace their ethnicity, but don’t differentiate themselves from Americans.  I think 
these are trying times for many, and the AAPI community is just one of those affected.  I think there 
should be more awareness to the injustices of all who experience prejudice and hate.  You don’t 
have to be an AAPI to feel it.  So I love that celebrating the AAPI heritage with our fellow friends, 
coworkers and neighbors helps everyone to see the beauty of our heritage and our culture. 
 
Q: Who is an individual you admire and look up to within the AAPI community? How have they 
influenced your life? 
A: I’d have to say my parents.  There are many individuals within the AAPI community who I respect 
and admire, but none can compare to my parents.  I have deep respect for my parents who have 
sacrificed their entire lives for me and all of my siblings (all 11 of us).  They left a war-torn country and 
communism in the hopes of landing somewhere safe.  So America has been our home for 46 years.  
They set a roadmap for all of us.  It was their hard work, sacrifice and being defenders of this 
democracy that we cherish so much!  I get emotional about it because I feel passionate about 
being Asian and being American. 
 
Q: What advice would you give to your colleagues on how they can support and celebrate the AAPI 
community throughout the month of May? 
A: I would say to my colleagues, just celebrate and appreciate the diversity in language, culture 
and, need I say it, FOOD.  Without these cultural differences, they’d be eating good old hamburgers 
all the time.  I have to get a good bowl of Vietnamese pho, or Korean bbq, or Japanese sashimi, or 
Indian curry, or spicy Sichuan mapo tofu… you get the idea. Besides supporting the culinary variety 
of the AAPI community and enticing your taste buds, you might also learn that the people of this 
community are great friends, coworkers and neighbors. 
 
Q: Please share a fun fact about you. 
A: Fun fact about me? That’s an oxymoron.  Just kidding.  1). I’m deathly terrified of caterpillars and 
2) I can cook for 100 people better than for two, so my fridge always has leftovers. 
 


